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The English name for Lepidocolaptes falcinellus
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Resumo. Um nome em inglés para Lepidocolaptes falcinellus. O autor considera que
"Sickle-billed Woodcreeper" ou "Scythe-billed Woodcreeper" formados para combinar com
sua designagao cientifica sdo inadequados, pois o bico da espécie ndo é suficientemente
distintivo, havendo ainda aves de um género de arapagus chamado "Scythebills" e varias
aves de algumas familias como "sicklebills". Da mesma forma, diferengas na plumagem sao
muito discretas para justificar o uso deste carater no nome. Desta forma, a distribuicdo
geografica passa a ser a distingdo mais saliente entre os "arapagus escamosos". Dada a
separagdo geografica desta espécie de suas congéneres e suas relagdes proximas com L.
squammatus, o autor propde para ela o nome em inglés de "Southern Scaled
Woodcreeper", traduzido para o portugués como "Arapagu-escamoso-do-sul". O autor
adverte que, caso exista ja um nome em portugués proposto para esta espécie, 0 nome em
inglés podera ser a versao deste.
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This newly defined woodcreeper might be called “Sickle-billed Woodcreeper” or “Scythe-
billed Woodcreeper” to match its scientific species name, but there is apparently not
enough difference between its bill and that of other Scaled Woodcreepers for this to be a
useful identifying characteristic and thus justify such a distinctive name. Furthermore,
either name for this species would contribute to confusion, because members of the
Campylorhamphus genus of the woodcreeper family are known in English as
“Scythebills”, and because various bird families in other parts of the world have
“Sicklebills” within them. Although there are distinguishable differences in plumage color
between the forms of Scaled Woodcreeper, these are apparently not sufficiently
distinctive, especially under field conditions, to justify their use in a name.

This leaves the difference in geographic range as the most salient distinction
between Scaled Woodcreeper forms. This difference is emphasized by the existence of
a gap in the areas occupied by L. falcinellus and the other forms of Scaled Woodcreeper
from which it is being separated. Given this distinction, and the fact that it is useful to
draw attention to the close relationship between L. falcinellus and L. squamatus, |
propose that this newly designated species be named in English: Southern Scaled
Woodcreeper. This would translate into Portuguese as “Arapagu-escamoso-do-sul”.
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